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Introduction...

ORIGIN

The Sri Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya, Coimbatore, is @ major educational
centre of the well-known Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, Howrah, West
Bengal. It is about 19 kms from the Coimbatore city on the highway to Ooty,
and is situated in a serene environment spread over nearly 300 acres. The
institution was founded by Dr. T S Avinashilingam in 1930, with an investment
of Rs. 5.75 and one harijan boy on its roll. Indeed, a small beginning for his
great inspiration that stands materialized today as a vast educational and
spiritual centre with nineteen wings. But then, there was a source for his
inspiration to set out on that bold venture. While studying in college, Dr. T S
Avinashilingam met Swami Shivananda, a direct disciple of Bhagavan Sri
Ramakrishna whaose another famous disciple was Swami Vivekananda. It was
from Vivekananda that Shivananda absorbed the idea of the prime
importance of education for the revival of India. The *sacred touch’ of Swami
Shivananda, as Dr. Avinashilingam later described it, awoke in him the
necessary strength and vision for his future mission in the field of education.
Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, laid the foundation stone of the
Vidyalaya in 1934 and wished that the students of the Vidyalaya would be
intensely patriotic followers of Truth. The Vidyalaya was affiliated to the

Ramakrishna Mission in the same year.

The Vidyalaya strives to infuse the educational and spiritual ideas of
Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda into the daily lives of its
students. Emphasis is laid on their all-round growth and enrichment.

Universal values such as self-reliance, self-control, patriotism, service and




dedication to duty are taught in various practical ways. A band of monks and brahmacharis of the
Ramakrishna Order manage the activities of the Vidyalaya assisted by a highly professional and

dedicated team of teaching and non-teaching staff.

The most important cultural activity of the Vidyalaya every year is the public celebration of the birthday of
Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, popularly known as the Guru Puja. The day-long celebration includes
bhajans, talks by eminent personalities, drama, educational exhibition, music, and cultural
programmes. The highlight of the function is the Maheswara Puja, i.e. feeding of anywhere around
40,000 people at noon. The other important activity is the Play Festival, in which about 4000 students
from some 45 primary schools take part and perform physical, yogic and calisthenic exercises to the

rhythm of devetional and nationalistic songs.

The Institutions of the Vidyalaya

Over the years, the Vidyalaya has grown into a comprehensive and reputed complex of educational
institutions training around 6300 students, offering them facilities for education ranging from the pre-
school to the doctoral levels. Besides regular courses in the College of Arts and Science and the College
of Education, professional and technical courses, under two off-compus foculties (viz. Faculty of
Disability Management and Special Education, FDMSE, and Faculty of General and Adapted Physical
Education and Yoga, FGAPEdY, of the Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University (RKMVU), and the
Polytechnic, ITI, Institute of Agriculture, and College of Physical Education also are available. As a
support service, there are fifteen hostels in the campus, with a total strength of about 2500 boys
including some 25 girls of the RKMVU. The daily morning and evening prayers, the weekly Vivekananda
Study Circle classes, the numerous value-criented programmes in the hostels, and the community
service such as cleaning their hostel campus, playground, etc. enable the students to imbibe the best of
Indian cultural values. Simple vegetarian food is provided to the hostellers. The messes are run on a

cost-dividing system. The average expense of a hosteller is around Rs1000/- per menth.

The activities of the various institutions — schools, post-matric institutions, colleges, efc. — are described in

the following pages.

| Spivanand?

Gwam




Schools T A T Kalanilayam

This is @ non-residential co-educational Middle School catering to the needs of students from the local
community. Most of the students are from families that are financially weak. The school facilitates good
rapport with the neighbourhood.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Apart from academics, the school has been actively participating in many cultural events and science
exhibitions. A notable feature is the presentation of ancient folk arts and dances by our students in the
surrounding villages during events organized by the Vidyalaya to popularise these arts which are slowly losing

their importance.
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HIGHLIGHTS Established in : 1940 "F'%
* Scout-training is given to students studying in Stds. Vil and VIlI Student sirength - Around 700
(co-education)
* Extra coaching in sports is given to select students Cotirans iffaraid . Stds. [1o VIII
* Special training in music and yoga is given to the students Medium of instruction : Tamil
+ Concession in fees is given to select deserving students based Hostel facilifies : il
on their merit and economic stotus Telephone 1 2692676

* In recent years, the performance of the students in district-level
competitions has been outstanding

* Free noon-meals, textbooks, and uniforms are given to some students based on their economic and health
status

* |nclusive education is provided in the forencon to about 45 students who are found to be suffering from
disabilities such as moderate mental retardation, visual impairment, hearing impairment, and
orthopaedic disability. And in the afterncon, certified special education teachers take care of the special

educational needs of these children. These disadvantaged children are also screened and administered

homeopathic medication, besides being put through kolam and music therapies




Vidyalaya High School

It is the oldest of the Vidyalaya institutions.

ACHIEVEMENTS

The school has the distinction of almost uninterruptedly producing 100%
results in the X Standard examinations over the last two decades. It has
achieved the honour of being a recipient of an appreciation certificate from
the Education Minister, Government of Tamil Nadu, for having secured cent
percent pass in the public examination held in March 2007. In the public
exam conducted in 2009, 10 students secured more than 450 out of 500,
and 25 students secured more than 400 out of 500.

Eight students possed the MNational Talent Examination conducted by
NCERT, and thereby became eligible to receive Rs.500/- per month as
scholarship untill they complete Std. XII.

HIGHLIGHTS

* The concept of integrated education for the blind was successfully
implemented in the school 20 years ago. Under this scheme, about five
blind boys are selected to study in the school along with the normal boys.
Additional facilities such as Braille books, audio-taped versions of the
subjects in the syllabus, and a resource teacher to guide them after
school hours are provided. All the blind students who have so far
oppeared for the State SSLC Examination have passed with flying
colours

= Special training in music, dance, and yoga is given to the students

* The Vidyalaya gives concession in fees to select deserving students
based on their merit and economic status

*  Cultural programmes (dance, drama, etc.) presented by the
students have been appreciated by several special invitees,

Wrm fees

: Rs. 12,000/- per annum

Eochihedin - 1930 FEATY and draw sizeable crowds when staged during the Gurupuja
Student strength : Around 260 [only boys) \ﬁ and other important days
Courses offered : Sids. VlioX (TamilMedium)  ¢?| * Interested students of Stds. IX and X are taken through a
Telephone . 2404495 graded course in computer science
Hostel facilities : Fully residenfial, with a prayer| * The school’s band-troupe has won several firsts in
hall, playground, and free tuition competitions
by resident Housemasters.

* Students have performed commendably in district and inter-

district sports tournaments also






